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— - And [render]. unto Ged, the things 1 that are cli 


MIDST the confaſion of politics and rage of 
patty—while the claims of Britain and of 
America are violently contended' for, and as violently 


| oppoſed—while an appeal is lodged with heaven 


againſt our confederated neighbours, the ſword is 
drawn, hoſtilities are gone forth, and our ſucceſſes - 
and our neighbours? diſtreſſes,, br their ſucceſſes and 
our diſtreſſes, are variouſly related, there is a griev- 
ance which rolls on with the year, and annually 


ſwells in bulk; a grievance, from whence, in a poli- 


tical view, ariſes the On danger to Ter nation; 
I mean, 


THE NATIONAL- DEBT. 
Proſperous as our Own predilections ko a, too 


fondly preſume us to be; and at the time, we flatter 


_ourlielves, that the glory of the Britiſh. arms is tranſ- 


mitted to every quarter of the globe; more, and 
more, and more millions are borrowed and ſpent, 
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2 there is no aſcertaining where we accumulation 
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„ 
wit! flop. Withaut entering into the Argument, 


which however has great weight, that the more mo- 


ney is borrowed, the lower the national credit will 
fink, (conſequently the leſs value the funded pro- 

will bear, when transferred from one perſon 
to another) as alſo, that the time may Tome When 
| people will have no money to lend; admit, that 
there may always be found men of wealth, willing, 
at high intereſt, to advance money for national ex- 
pences or extravagances; yet there is an evil that 
unavoidably ſprings from borrowing, and which muſt 
hurt you, and me, and every indixidual in the na- 
tion, that the more money is borrowed, the higher 
rate alſo it is procured at, the. more ĩatereſt muſt be 
paid; and the moxe intereſt money is paid, the more 
caxes muſt be laid to provide that intexeſt money; 
{o that if von are unable to lend money, you are 
all obliged to contribute, to pay for the uſe of that 


already borrowed ; and von ought, for 2! own 


{akes,” to pray that the war may have a ſpeed ly and 
happy . concluſion ; for while that continues, more 
millions will be ought. neceſſary, N more taxes 
of courſe impoſed. 

Taxes /--What is not taxed 2 They lie upon af- 
moſt every thing you can fix your eye on; lands, 
houſes and windows; the light of heaven, and the 

glaſs thro' which it paſſes to us; not only on ſpi- 
. * liquors; on wine; and the bottles chat hold 
it; on equipages and ſervants, and articles which 
are reckoned amongſt the higher laxuties" of life, 
Fae on tea and ſugar, ale and vinegar; ' on the 

* poor man's pipe of tobacco and His farthing-worth 
1 R en Be, falt and our ſhoes, che 
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eandles b the ſoap we waſk with,” We 
are, taxed if we ſtay at home, and taxed if we go 
abroad; taxed even for the chaiſe or horſe that 
takes us abroad. We are taxed if we peruſe a newſ⸗ 
paper, or inſert am advertiſement, or receive a legacy, 
er draw up an agreement for any long duration, 


or even if the hard ſhip of the times ſhould oblige 


a diſtreſſed perſon to ſelk up his little all to the 


defend publick meaſures; I only give the facts as 
they ſtand in the ſtatutes of the realm; a ſmall part 


of a catalogue fo large, that, it requires more than 


ſuperior diſcernment, to invent what to tax next. 
The misfortune is alſo, that let the war continue ar 
end, the taxes at preſent: laid, being for the payment 


e. 
higheſt bidder. It is not my province to arraign or 


of the intereſt of money already borrowed, mult in 


all probability remain, till that is paid off; and 
when all the paſt is calculated, together with the 
melancholy certainty, that the debt will grow many 
millions more, a man of reflection is ready to put 
up rely, eng N . 7 an the eat 
%' ba 22 17 /, 

This drk profpet! bus e the e of 
numerous politicianz. Each looks through his owtr 
teleſcope; and ſees, or thinks he ſees, events favour» 
able or adverſe, It is greatly to be apprehended al- 


fo, that (like as. it has been obſerved of ſome phi-- 
loſophers, that in tracing ſecond cauſes they have: 
loſt fight” of the feſt cauſe; ſo) politicians, in many 


of their eonjectures and debates,. on both ſides of the 
queſtion, have loſt fight of the particular influence 
of Providence, in the government of the world. I 
muſt add, that warmly as che debt of the nation, in 


% B 3. a poli- 
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z political ſenſe, is canvaſſed, there is another debt, 


by moſt people not . and by all too en 
rally diſregarded; 


Tre Dear or THE NaTion TO ALuioutY Gov. 


Qur bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking in the text con- 
cerning giving tribute to Cæjar, was ſo ſenſible that 
government could not ſubſiſt without competent ſup» 
plies, as well as that, the influx of money from the 
Roman ſtate had contributed to the enrichment of 
Judea, that he meekly exhorted the Jews, to renden 

uno Ceſar the things that were Cæſar's; à manner 
of expreſſion which implied, that he thought them 

Caſar s due, and therefore not more than proper to 
be paid him; and tho? taxes. or duties in our coun- 
try are not, nay ought not to be levied without the 
concurrence of the people, by means of their repre- 
ſentatives in parliament, yet the doctrine of taxation 
went erigina/ly upon the principle, that it is a mat- 
ter of right, that they who enjoy ſecurity and ra- 
tional liberty, thro* the protection of government, 
ſhould contribute to uphold that ſyſtem, from whence 
they enjoy ſuch advantages. But while our Lord re- 
commended this duty, always attentive to make a 
Ipiritual improvement of his diſcourſes, even here 
his lips overflowed, with zeal for his Father's govern- 
ment; he ſubjoins accordingly, and [render] unto G 
the things that are God's. I ſuppoſe none of you will 
diſpute, that the advice is as ſuitably directed to us, 
from the word of- God, as it was to the Jews, from 
the mouth of Chriſt, - My deſign” therefore. is, - 
I. To call to your recelfettion ſome of thoſe 
2 1 it is dur mes to render to God; and 
; * II. Some 
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II. Some of the reaſons 8 we ne to make | 
fuch returns to him; which will lead us to con- 
* | 


III. Wich ſuggeſting a few remarks, adapted 8. 


the' improvement of the whole. 

I. Then, What are thoſe lings, we are called 
upon to render to God P—You will obſerve, that as 
by the nation, the community, the body of the peo- 
ple, is meant the individuals of which the maſs 1s 

compoſed, the debt of the nation muſt conſiſt of the 
debt of each man and woman therein to God; in 
other words, the obligations of each to duty, in his 
or her particular ſtation, and ſeveral relations in life; 
It would be endleſs, therefore, to attempt an enu- 
meration of the duties, which are reſpectively incums 
bent on us; ſome of them only I propoſed to mention, 
from which the remainder may be properly 6 
There are then duties obligatory on us, 

1. In our individual and perſonal capacities. Theſe 
are to love the Lord with our whole heart, with the 
choiceſt affections of our ſouls. My ſon, ſays God, give 
me thine heart. Prov. xxiit. 25, It betokens a delight 
in him, a reverence” of his greatneſs, a ,truſt'in his 
goodneſs, and reception of his mercy, as revealed in 
his Son; that we think much of him, pray much to 
him, be not ſatisſied without communion with him, 
ſeek his favour and prize his friendſhip above all 
things, prefering it even to life and all it's joys; 
that we meditate on his word, keep holy” his day, 
aſk of him the way of life, walk in. his ſtatutes, 
practiſe his commands, and continue and abound 
therein, depending at the ſame time on his grace 
and ſpirit; in ſhort, that we be ſpiritually and hea- 
B 4 vealy 
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venly minded, have our wills bowed to a FIERY 
fignation to the will of God, be contented with the 


lot he aſſigns us, and thankful for the neceſſaries 
and gratifications his bounty affords us; that we ex- 
erciſe ourſelves unto godlineſs, and have a conver- 
fation- becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. A. regard to 
God Moſt High is the fundamental principle, from 
whence every act of piety in the lite of a godly 
man takes its riſe; the ruling principle by which all 
other acts of piety are directed and ſquared; a cor- 
reſpondent behaviour never failed to flow from a 
proper impreſſion of theſe ſentiments om the mind; 


and the 0 


a. Claſs of duties I am to hint at, reſpetts the 
. of parents and heads of families, towards 
the children and families under their inſpection.— 
There are very neceſſary and important duties from 
parents to their offspring, not only reſulting from a 
concern for the welfare of their children, but alſo 
from their obligations to God. Trhe, you cannot 
give your children grace 3 but you may bring them 
to the means of grace, and bring the means of 
grace to them. Duty calls on you, therefore, to 
inſtruct your children, to catechize them, to watch 
over and reprove them, to pray with and for them, 
and as far as you are able to teach them to pray. 
This is the meaning of the command, Prov. xxi. 6. 
Train up a child in the way he ſhould ge, and when he. 
is old he will not depart from it. The way in which 
your children ſhould go. is the way of God doubtleſs ; 
and if ſo, then, looking to God to ſecond your at- 
tempts, you are to endeavour and ſtrive, to train 
them up in that way. A ſtriet account you muſt 

| give 


16 3 

give at laſt of this duty; a duty, indeed, which is 
not conſined to children, but extends to fervants, 

to all under your roof; whoſe duty, on the other 

hand, is to liſten to and teceivre the inſtructions ſet 

before them. What a noble atteſtation to the piety 

and domeſtic religion of Abruliam, was delivered by 

the ominiſcient Ruler of the world himſelf, Gen. 
xviii. 19. un lim, that he will command his 
children au his houfholid after him, that they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lord, to uo juſtice and judgment If 
you render to God the things that are God's, you 
muſt! go and do likewiſe.— Again, 

3. There are ſpecial duties, of force to real chriſ-- 
tians, and a debt they owe to Chriſt their Lord ;: 

namely, to profeſs. his religion in that way which 
appears moſt agreeable to his own word; to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves, not by an affected ſingularity and 
preciſeneſs. of manners, but by not conforming to 
the vanities and ſinful practices of the world ; to- 


walk regularly with and in the church; aiming at 


an unity of ſpirit in the bond; of peace; ſtudying, 
the beauty of holineſs in the houſe of God; and 
adhering to the | cauſe- of truth and vital godlineſs, 

though at the hazard, or with the full. expectation 
of reproach and hardſhip;. from thoſe who diſeſteem- 


chat righteouſneſs, for Which we declare OPIN 44 


advocates. Nor muſt we omit; .. 


4. The more general duties, that 88 to our 
krauſactions in life. To love our neighbeur as our- 
ſelves binds us ſtrongly as men, and. binds us ſtrong- 
er as. chriſtians, to be juſt, honeſt and /honourable; 
not unfair, fraudulent; or over-reaching, in our 
TO with. one .angther... If at is a manifeſt piece 
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of injuſtice before men, to take that, by fraud dr 


violence, which of right belongs to another man-; 


*tis equally ſo in God's ſight, to take advantage of 


a man's diſtreſſes, to under-rate his labour, or pur. 


chaſe commadities at an undervalue; or to take ad- 
vantage of a publick panic, to enhance the price of 


an article, in order to ſqueeze money out of honeſt 
people's pockets. Chriſtianity teaches us to do to 
others, as we would. with others, if in our circum» 
ſtances, to do unto us. It teaches us alſo, to be kind 
and humane, benevolent | and forgiving, to follow 
the things that make for peace, to compaſſionate 


the ſorrows of friends and enemies, and to aſſiſt both 


1 


as far as our capacity reaches; it teaches us to pro- 
mote their temporal intereſts, and above all to ſeek. 
the good of their ſouls; to look, not upon our own 
things merely, but, in this ſenſe, every man upon 
the things of another; at the ſame time acting our- 
ſelves with circumſpection, leaſt. our examples ſhould 
be the means of giving. a wrong biaſs, to the tem- 
per and behaviour of thoſe we converſe with, and 
directly os indirectly injuring their ſouls. The ſum 
of duty here mentioned is not only a debt to our 
fellow-men, but what we owe to God; becauſe his 
honour and glory are concerned in what we do, and 


our conduct either. gloriſies, and leads others to glo- 
rify him, or contributes to diſhonour him. And 


then, the miniſters of the goſpel, | 
5. Have a weighty debt upon them, ſuperadded 
to their duties as men, and. as real chriftians ; (which 
laſt they ought certainly to be if miniſters of Chriſt) 
duties reſulting from their particular ſtation and of. 
fice ; eating not to ſeek their own eaſe and 
emolu- 
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emolument, by their employment; but how. they 
may bring the moſt glory to Ohriſt their Maſter, 
and be pure from the blood of all men. We watch 
for your ſouls as they that muſt give account. Mi- 
niſters, therefore, are to preach the truth, not ſhun- 
ning to declare the whole counſel of God; to warn 
and inſtruct with meekneſs, yet with faithfulneſs; to- 
reprove with all long-ſuffering and patience ;* to 
preach the word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; to value 
men's ſouls more than their applauſe, or their cen- 
ſure, their money or their dread, truſting in God who 
hath conſtituted them miniſters of the new teſtament, 
and bound himſelf to uphold them, by his provi- 
dence and grace, in the due diſcharge of that work” 
he hath called them to. And if men; if chriſtians in 
common, much more ought miniſters practically to 
adorn the goſpel; as a vain and wicked life in them 
would do infinitely more miſchief, than their beſt of 
preaching would do good; it would be in works de- 
nying the truth their lips avowed ; it would natu- 
rally create a ſuſpicion in their hearers, that all they 
ſay, is falſe, ſince they do not themſelves ſeem to- 
believe it, nor are influenced by it. So glaring an 
inconſiſtency muſt, of neceſſity, confirm men in ſin; 
— Shall I be allowed to add, | | 
6. That magiſtrates alſo have their duties; which 
are equally ſolemn and indiſpenſable, with thoſe of 
their inferiors? Who: will diſpute; that it is the 
duty. of magiſtrates, to imitate” God the ſupreme go- 
vernor—to. be a terror. unto; ev:l-doers, and a praiſe- 
unto/ them that- do well—tridly to diſcountenance 
fan, and whatever, leads to it; the open immoralities 
af the places where they are ſituated, and. thoſe faſ-* 
91 B 6 cinating 
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« \ginating and pernicious amuſements, which divert 
people's attention from their families and occupa- 
tions; which diſſipate the mind; are an abſolute 
waſte of time and money, (both at beſt ſcarce enough) 
and which, by inflaming the paſſions, deprave the 
morals, and chain their greedy admirers down to- 
ſenſuality and iniquity? The buſineſs of a magiſ- 
trate is to puniſh vice when brought before him, 
to puniſh it without reſpect of perſons; and it is his 
_ buſineſs alſo, to obſerve and make thoſe enquiries;. 
that may diſcover the private nurſeries and haunts 
of fin; in order that being dragged into open day- 
light, their odiouſneſs may be proclaimed, and their 
danger-prevented. Yet ſhould judgment be exerciſed 
in merey; the worſt ate not to be treated with cru- 
elty; and there is many a caſe in which, while 
reſentment is borne againſt the crime, an humane 
magiſtrate will not be fo ſtrictly ſevere; as the ſtretch 
of his power would. admit of. The due fulfillment 
of the office of magiſtracy, is ſomething more than 
a debt to ſociety, on the diſcharge of which the 
peace and proſperity of the community depends; it 
is a dedt alſo to the King of Kings, whoſe miniſ- 
ters they are for good; it is a debt alſo, in that 
they are bound by an oath, a ſolemn appeal to God, 
_ to act in their ſeveral appointments faithfully and 
juſtly.—-In one word, take every view you can of 
the inhabitants of our. country, as high or low, 
as rich or poor, as parents. or children, ſervants or | 
maſters, friends or neighbours, as nobles or common» 
ers, king or ſubjects, the governors or the governed; 
each of us has his and her duties, which add their 
e quotas, to- the debt of the nation to a SD: 
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the Sovereign of all worlds ; — it | 
proportion to the degree of light and knowledge 
enjoyed; and in e to the benefits and ad- 
vantages bene I fosbear to enlarge, but mer 
ceed, 

II. Fo 6e = confulerinions; to enforce the 
precept before 8 er * te _—_ that art 
Geda. And, 

1 L eee that it is » thity gege- nd 
rea ſonable. God commands nothing but what is 
right and fit. The law of the Lord is perfe; the 
teimony of the Lord ir ſure; the ftutates of the Lord" 
are right; the commandment of the Lord is pure; tht 
fear of the Lord is clean; the judgments of the Lord" 
are true and righteous altogethey ; and therefore” mr 
ta be defired than gold, yea thaw much fine gold; Fuets. 
er alſo than honey, or the honey-comb. Pſalm xix. 10. 
If God had commanded you ſome hard thing, ſome-- 
thing above your natural capacities, and out of the- 
poſſible reach of human attainments; if he had com- 
manded you to climb into heaven, to graſp the ſtars. 
in the hollow of your hand, to ſtop the courſe of 
the ſun, the current of the rivers, or the ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea, you might have had reaſon to 
think the injunctions burdenſome ; but God's com- 
mands are a reaſonable ſervice; and had not fin intefa 
vened, would have been eaſy and delightfal. In 
themſelves they preſent that fitneſs and propriety to 
the mind, which recommend them to every one; 
whoſe ſenſes are exerciſed to diſcern good and evil. 
And then, when we reflect who commanded them, 

much more of their reaſonableneſs and juſtice will 


appear. Whoſe are the things we are commanded 
* to 


141 
£6 reſfore? God's; the homage, the juſt tibete: of 
that God who formed us for his own purpoſes; in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being ; 
from whom we have derived all we poſſeſs; who 
continually loads us with his benefits; and who ſo 
loved the world, that he ſent his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. Sure it is but right to 
tender to God the things he has enjoined; it is the 
glory due to his name. Will a man rob the Moſt 
High? To deprive a fellow-creature of his right is 
baſe; in ſome caſes it involves peculiar baſeneſs ; 
but to rob God, carries with it a degree of jar 
minality as much higher, as God is above the 
higheſt rank of his creatures. Talk not of your 
Juſlice or generoſity to men, while you inſult God, 
and refuſe to render unto him that which is his. 
2. Another motive to this duty is, that it will 
certainly redound to the happinefs, of thoſe who 
conſcientiouſly attend to it. None ever loſt any 
thing which could eſſentially profit them, by being 
followers of that which is good. As God is infi- 
nitely powerful, and able to do for us more than 
we can aſk or think, ſo them that honour him he 
will honour. In matters of trade and. commerce; 
it is expected, that every man pay to the full a- 
mount of his juſt debts; nor does any extraordi- 
nary honour accrue to him, from a compliance with 
ſo juſt a demand ; he may, indeed, pride himſelf, with 
the ſelf-complacent idea of his eſtabliſhed credit; 
but all the reſpect paid him by his creditors, will 
be to truſt him again, in hopes of the like payment 
in future. What creditor returns the ſum borrowed 
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of him, and beſtows a ſtill larger fam; as a recoms 
pence for the repayment of the former? Corruptible 
things, ſuch as ſilver and gold whieh periſh, find but 
few ſuch generous owners. But the God of heaven not 
only repays that which is rendered to him, but uni- 
formly returns an hundred fold more. Verily there 
is a reward for the righteous; and the more holy, 
_ righteous, and exemplary, the greater the reward. 
Fear nat, ſaid: God to Abraham, I am thy fel” and 
thine excreding | great | reward, Gen. xvii. 5. It is 
frequently obſerved, that wirtue is its own reward ;/ 
and there is a ſenſe in which it is true; becauſe tho“ 
unmerited as proceeding from the free-grace of God, | 
yet where the heart is, under the influence of that 
grace, diſpoſed to yield to the Lord-; it enjoys 
that ſweet. ſerenity within itſelf, which is ſuperior 
to all the delights. of time, and is the. antepaſt of 
heaven, In keeping God's. commands, there is a 
great reward. Beſides, the Lord will take care of his 
own; and no good thing will he with-hold,. from them 
chat walk uprightly. It is not ſaid, that good peo- 
ple ſhall be exempted from afflictions; but it is ſaid, 
that the Lord will deliver ont of them all. It is 
not promiſed, that if a nation is pious and exem- 
plary, it ſhall have no enemies, no trials. IJ/rael, 
in the periods moſt remarkable for religion, had 
trials; yet God ſtood a friend in time of need, and. 
did deliver; and upon the whole it may be affirm- 
ed, that no private perſon, no body of people, no 
church, no nation was ever heartily concerned for 
God's glory, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves againſt 
ſin; but God was with them, to direct, to bleſs, to 
ee to honour them. A cogent reaſon ſure, for 


rendering 
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. unto God the things that are Galle" 
To this I add. | 

3. What: is very awakening, and. calls ihe 405 
5 1 mean, that in caſe of non-compli- 
ance, God is a creditor, who has ample methods of 
anforcing payment, or inflicting puniſhment. He is 
Almighty, and has ten thouſand ways of teſtifying: 
his diſapprobation of fin, and of enforcing the obe- 
dience of his laws. He is Omaipreſent, ſo that in 
whatever place we reſide, God is there with: us. 
His knowledge is boundleſs, and from his notice 
we cannot flee. As individuals we are at his diſ- 
poſal, either to chaſtiſe us for our own reformation, 
er, if that effect is not produced, to puniſh us for an 
erample to others. With him are the iſſues of life 
and death. He only ſpeaks, and pains rack the 
body, fckneſs emaciates the frame, or death- deſtroys 
it. He only ſays ge, and diſtreſs aſſaults the mind, 
and pierces it thro' with many ſorrows. He only 
frowns, and the world is beclouded, our affairs be- 
come dark, and univerſal perplexity enſues. He 
gave, and he takes away; and if he pronounce: the 
Word, who ſhall wäthſtand it? If men as individu- 
als are ſubject to his controul, the moſt potent na- 
tions are no leſs ſo. Behold; the nations are as a 
drop of a bucket, . and are counted, by him, as. the 
ſmall duſt of the balance. When he giveth. quietneſ+ 
aue then can make trouble; and when he. hideth his: 
face who then: can behold lim, whether it be done a> 
 gainſt a nation; or againſt a man:only If the Lord hath- 
a controverſy with a people, by how many, and vas 
xjous methods can he afflict! He can raiſe a ftorm; 
and level their dwellings with the . He can 
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| fend. blaffing and mildew, and cut off che bene 6 
the earth. He can permit civil diſſentions, and @ 
fame. to burſt ſorth, that the bloed of thbufümäe 
will not 'quench. He can ſuffer foreign enemies to 
infeſt and anndy a guilty land. Or he can make 
the plague and peſtilence the miniſters of his cor- 
rection and vengeance. Who kncweth the power of 
kis wrath 2 Who ever ſtrengthened himſelf againſt 
him and proſpered ? How many kingdoms of th 
earth, which were once flouriſhing and magnificent, 
which defied heaven and trampled upon its laws, 
have, notwithſtanding their greatneſs, been diſſolved 
and come to nothing! We read im hiſtory, of the 
Egyptian, the Aſſyrian, the Perſian and the — | 
/ Monarchies; we read of the Roman Empire; 
read of Tyre, of Sidon and of Nineveh; but 1 
tradition had been ſilent about them, we ſhould not 
have known they ever exifted, for few or no traces 
of them remain, The - Jews, indeed; remain à diſs 
un people to this day; and they remain à laſt- 
ing monument alſo of the importance, of rendering 
unto God the things that are God's. Awful cbnfi⸗ 
deration, moreover; that while nations are: thüs pu. 
niſhed, and ſwallowed up in ruin, the wieked men 
who form them are ſwept; by the beſom of deſtruc- 
tion, into unexpitring torments l How happy they, 
who while chaſtened of the Lord; are alſo taught 
out of his law! From what has been ſaid, there 
are three inferences. to be ſuggaſted, "wha: 8 
direct us 
III. To the partieular application. ay 22 "Stern 
1 The debt diſcourſed of being binding on us 
and all mankind,, an. our nation as well as other 
1. 
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kingdoms, the queſtion comes lone to us, Have we 


rendered to God the things that are God's? Ir 
would be wrong to take up this enquiry in a ge- 


neral way; our firſt, our main ſcrutiny ought to be 
with ourſelves. Have we loved and ſerved him 
reſigned ourſelves to him been tender of grieving 
kim, and afraid of provoking him —eſteemed his fa- 
vour more than life — been concerned for his honour 
in the world and rendered unto him thoſe returns 
of duty, gratitude and obedience, that are ſo rea- 
ſonably expected from us? As we are under the 
all- ſeeing eye and folemn inſpection of God the 
judge of all, we cannot be too ſtrict in examining, 
What is our ſtate? What has been the prevailing 
frame of our minds? What the actions of our lives? 
— And what ſhall we ſay of the nation in gene- 
ral? Is it's true character that of uprightneſs and 
Integrity towards God—-that of reverence for his 
name and word—a conſcientious attachment to his- 
law and ' gofpel—a religious - obſervation of his day 
and ordinances? i This is an inquiſition that cannot - 
poſſibly do harm; but may in many reſpects be of 

uſe. If it acquit and prove us blameleſs, ſhall we 
not have confidence towards God? If it find us 
guilty and condemn us, God is greater than our 


hearts and knoweth all things. Will it not be beſt 


to underſtand our errors, and alſo how their awful 


effects may be prevented? Let the trial, however, 


be cloſe and impartial, and with humble prayer for 
divine illumination; becauſe the heart is prone to 
make excuſes for none ſo much as itſelf; no one's 
faults: does it ſo eaſily caſt the veil of candour over 
as it's 'own,—-Let a fair calculation be made then 
E425 29098 (of 


trol 
fof our obligations to duty and our -compliances 
therewith) and a balance fairly ſtruck, and wilt 
there not be found on our ſide, an enormous default 
of payment to the great God? And is not this, 
2. A ground of, lamentation, and of painful ap- 
prehenſions? Let me ſpeak freely. If there are 
miſtakes, the nobleſt exerciſe of chriſtian charity is, 
to endeavour to detect them. If we. do not find out 
our iniq uities, they will find us out. Sin concealed 
will but rankle and feiter, corrupt the wound the 
more, and make its cure the more precarious. The 
means of religious knowledge and improvement are, 
in our country, very great. Perhaps never was re- 
ligion more talked of than in our day. Vet is not 
it's genuine ſpirit at a very low ebb? Deplorable 
would it be, were there not a few: names which 
have not defiled their garments. But are not chriſ- 
tians, in general, greatly declined in the life of 
religion; awfully deficient in their duties to God, 
to one another, to their families, to the church; 
and wretchedly funk into the temper of this world 
Have not many goſpel miniſters, . even under the 
form of ſound words, become languid in their ſouls, 
and formal in their miniſterial labours? Have not 
many crept into the work, whom the Lord never 
ſent! And is not the effect, that errors in princi- 
ple and practice have crept in allo? The enemy 
hath ſowed tares, while men have ſlept. Are mi- 
niſters now, watchful over their charges, diligent in 
reforming abuſes, ſteadfaſt in bearing teſtimony a- 
gainſt ſin? Or is not this the caſe, that if the 
ſermons on a Lord's day be preached and approved 
of, all is ſuppoſed to be right, and no further care 
13 taken? 
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taken? The natural conſequence is, that, the pe- 


ple are thoughtleſs, vain and wicked; the Lord's 
upper is profaned, by > mixture, perhaps a majo- 
rity, of irreligidus and immoral partakers; and this 
is not only an abuſe in the national church, (from 
ite unhappy conſtitution almoſt unavoidable) but a- 
mongſt the diſſenters, one of the profeſſed. objects of 
whoſe diſſent is, a ' reformation of diſcipline” in the 
Rouſe of God; more particularly reſpecting the due 
admitiiftration. of chureh- government; and the qua- 
kfcations,. and eircumſpect walk, of thoſe who ap- 
proach the table of the Lord. — Again; how thinly 
ſown, how widely diſtant from each. other, are thoſe 
wife and. faithful magiſtrates, who thoroughly dif-- 
charge their duty as 'men- fearing God? Are our 
people of fortune and affluence;. examples of godli- 
refs, or of wickedneſs > Has not their bad influence 
Giffuſed, among the lower ranks of the nation, im- 
piety and libertiniſm, mockery of God, and ridicule 
of religion in its moſt ſetious forms, curling, ſwear- 
ing and ſabbath-breaking, uncleannefs, luxury and 
extra ?* Theſe: are facts too notorious to be 
denied. And for what elſe are all the threatning 
appearances, within and around our borders—an 
unhappy breach between us and the Americans 
three: powerful nations combined with them againſt 
ns—the national treaſure ſpent—taxes growing more 
burdenſome trade decayingfailures and bankrupt- 
cies multiplying- and national poverty encreaſing. 
Whatever ſentiments we may entertain, of the trea- 
cliery of France, the ignorant imperiouſneſs of Spain, 
und the perfidy and ingratitude of the Dutch; there 
is 4 confideration. much nearer to us; THEY ARE THER. 
SWORD, 
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nn HAND 1A Gop's;: ad until his demands 
are paid, I Will not ſay what his ſuper-abundant 
goodneſs may effect, but we have no good reaſon 
to hope, that the times will be better, Was, Ne- 
buchadnezzar actuated by any other motive than hi- 
own ambition, when he laid waſte; Iſrael? The in- 
ſtruments ho execiite God's deſigns,” may intend 
only their own gratification, and yet God make vic 
of them to correct and reform, or to plyck up and 
deftroy. God's hand is ultimately to be regarded, 
and with him we have chiefly to do, on a day of 
faſting and bumiliation.—--Since then ſuch vaſt ar- 
he: is moſt: evidently contending. with us, I am led, 
3. To recommend to you a methad, whereby we 
may yet pay off the Natonal-Debr. Its debt to men 
like ourſelves has puzzled many a wiſe heads the. 
ableſt' pens have been unſucceſsfully employed, in 
propoſing ſchemes for its liquidation. But were the 
debt I am diſcourſing of diſcharged, God, Who has 
infinite wiſdom, and inexhauſtible| reſources, could 
readily point out the means, of paying aff the other, 
and freeing the nation of that grievous load it now 
groans under; beſides that it would be an infallj- 
ble means, of averting other dire calamities. The 
goſpel of Chriſt is a moſt admirable relief for in- 
ſolvent ſinners. Jeſus bath taught us to pray, For- 
give aus our tebts;; and himſelf is the way, through 
which repentance and remiſſion of fins are to be pro- 
claimed; there is vedeniption in his blood, even the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of his 
grace. To be forgiven as a nation we mult he for- 
N individuals (if not every andividual, at 
. leaſt 
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deat a allet number of the inhabitants) and 
if forgiven” as individuals, it is neceſſary that, thro? 
x the grace of God's holy Spirit, we be made ſenſi- 
| | ble of the baſeneſs, the malignity of fin itſelf; that 
we ſee our own finfulneſs, feel the heavy burden 
| of our depravity ; and, with an humble faith, look 
| I up to Chriſt for Atvdiien, This is that one way, 
þ by which the guilty have ever been reconciled to 
'' God; and a way which, by changing the heart, 
5 has always inſured the holineſs of them who walked 
in it. If then the quickening power of the goſpel 
is more felt, the fruits thereof will certainly be per- 
ceived; ſinners will be converted —ſaints will remem- 
ber from whence they have fallen, and repent, and 
do their firſt works—churches will be more pure and 
zealous; zealous," not merely for good notions, but 
for the lively and practical experience of divine 
truth; zealous, not ſo, much againſt the faults of 
other people, as againſt the fins that cleave to them- 
ſelves, and active in thoſe duties God calls them to 
—magiſtrates will be juſt and righteous—miniſters 
will be good ſtewards of the houſhold of faith, dif- 
intereſtedly laborious in their work; an ornament to 
their profeſſion— and the people will be generally re- 
formed. Provided the nation is thus rouſed to faſt 
and pray, we may yet hope that God will be inter- 
-ceded for us, and we ſhall live before him. But if 
converſion and reformation do not follow the devo- 
tions of this day; what will follow, but that we 
have mocked God, aggravated our own guilt, and 
lie open to more tremendous judgments? This is 
the ffth faſt-day, fince the commencement of the 
: Americans war. But tho' God has been before im- 
N plored 
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plored to allay the ſtorm, the cloud has only grown 
thicker, heavier :» And why ? Is it for no reaſon 
that we have faſted, and God hath not ſeen? O! 
Have we rendered to God the things that are God's? 
If we ſtill diſobey, what can we expect but ruin; 
ruin for the nation, ruin for the precious ſouls that 
dwell therein? The late outrageous commotions in 
the city of London, are a memento to us, with what 
facility the ſword might awake, and deluge the land 
with blood, if God did not with-hold it.— Is this a 
time for ſinging and dancing, for inventing new plays 
and cro ding to the Theatre? Is it wiſdom to ſtu- 
pify reflection with ſtrong opiates, when the diſor- 
der is advancing faſt to our vitals? O! as you value 
your children and families, as you, value your kin- 
dred and friends, as you value your King and coun- 
try, as you value religion and your own. ſouls, pray 
to God, and deal not deceitfully with him. May 
the Lord pity and ſave, by turning every one of us 
from our r iniquities; aun Ane 5 


THE END. 
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